
Notable Requirements for Constructing a Garage, Carport or Accessory Structure

• Is a building permit required for shed or garage?
• Where can I locate a shed or garage on my

property?
• Are carports allowed in Davenport?

• How big can a shed be?
• Are there special rules for detached garages?
• How do I know if there is an easement on my property?
• Where is my property line?

There are some differences in requirements for garages, carports and accessory structures 
based on a property’s zoning. You can look up a property’s zoning at 
www.daveneportiowa.com/build. 

The below table outlines bulk zoning requirements for accessory structures on single-
family and two-family lots:

Zoning requirements regulating garages are located in Section 17.09 Davenport City Code 
https://ecode360.com/35811114
■ Only one detached garage, one shed, and one carport are permitted per lot. Where a lot

contains a detached garage and a carport, such carport must be attached to and constructed
as an extension of the detached garage.

■ In some cases a garage, carport or accessory structure may not be allowed based on lot
size, shape, geography and setback requirements. Be sure to check the code.

■ Regulations exist for structure height, roof pitch, eave construction and exterior finishes.
■ Know that the main difference between an accessory storage building and a detached

garage is that there is a maximum door width of 6 feet allowed on an accessory structure.

Detached Garage Accessory Storage 
Building

Carport Shed

Area (Maximum) 50% of living area or 
720 sq. ft., whichever is 

greater

50% of living area or 
720 sq. ft., whichever is 

greater

576 sq. ft 120 
sq. ft

Total area All 
Accessory Structures

The combined total area of all accessory structures on a lot shall not 
exceed the principal structure’s living area.

Structures Allowed 1 No maximum, see total 
area restriction above

1 1

Door Width 
(Maximum)

No Maximum 6 ft. No 
Maximum

6 ft.

Height (Maximum) 20 ft. 20 ft. 15 ft. 20 ft.

Building permits are required for garages, carports and accessory structures.
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The following are specific design standards 
for detached garages and accessory storage 
buildings:

 ■ Structures shall have the eaves of roof 
extend a minimum of one foot past the 
outside walls.

 ■ Structures shall have a minimum 4/12 roof 
pitch.

 ■ Structures are encouraged to match the 
pitch of the roof of the principal dwelling.

 ■ Structures utilizing metal siding and/or 
roofing shall have a matte finish (or similar 
non-glare finish).

 ■ Structures shall not contain cooking 
facilities or plumbing. This does not apply 
if an accessory dwelling unit use has been 
approved, in which case those standards 
control.

 ■ Structures shall maintain the character of 
the surrounding neighborhood.

 ■ Design standards do not apply to detached 
garages in the S-AG District or on lots 5 
acres or greater in the R-1 District if the 
structure is in the rear yard. 

Find details on construction 
requirements and guides for plan 

development on the following 
pages.  

Questions about permits and 
construction codes? 

563.326.7745.

Did you know? 

Before you install a garage, carport or accessory structure (shed):
 ■ Find out what the property’s zoning is, www.davenportiowa.com/build.

 ■ Find out what the zoning requirements are, https://ecode360.com/35811114. Select the type of garage, 
carport or accessory structure you will install based on these requirements.

 ■ Know where the property line is, https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=6481456&page
Id=15988401

 ■ Know if your property has an easement, www.davenportiowa.com/easements. Garages, carports and 
other accessory structures placed in an easement may be ordered removed.

 ■ Call before you dig. 811.

Call 563.326.6198 or email planning@davenportiowa.com for specific questions related to garages, carports 
and sheds in commercial and industrial zoning districts.
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Text Box
All thickened edge slab footings shall be no less than 12" from ORIGINAL grade to the bottom of the footing.6" of foundation exposure measured from FINAL grade required.
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Braced Panels are required in wood construction by R602.10 of the International Residential 
Code. While there may be many options to meet these requirements, this handout provides 

guidance on the most common technique and is approved for use by local jurisdictions. This guide presumes 
CONTINUOUS SHEATHING. (Method CS-PF 2015 IRC figure R602.10.6.4)   

www.illowaicc.org 

Braced Wall-Garage 

Please contact the Building Safety Department of the Jurisdiction if you have questions regarding this notice. 

NOTE- Garage door openings without Portal Framing- (Method CS-G Table 602.10.5)  For an 8’ tall wall– 
min 24” wide panels, 9’ wall– min 27” wide panel, 10’ tall wall– min 30” wide panel, 11’ tall wall– min 33” 
wide panel, 12’ tall wall– min 36” wide panel on both sides of the door openings.  

Top of  Min 
Header  Width 
8’ 16” 
9’ 18”  
10’ 20” 

Max total wall 
height - 12’ 

Table R602.10.5 
Method CS-PF 

 SDC A,B,C 

Fasten top plate to header with 2 rows of 16D sinkers 3” OC 

Fasten king stud to the end of the header w Six– 16D sinkers 

INSIDE– NOT on exterior sheathing side-1000 lb metal strap from 
top plate to 24” below the header nailed w 8D,  3” O/C or install per 
strap manufacturers installation instructions 
OR - 2” dimensional lumber from the top plate to minimum 48”  
below the Header (Full length preferred)  w two 16D nails in the top 
plate and nailed 6” O/C.  This lumber may be used to mount the door 
hardware.   

All areas nailed w 8D, 3” OC. NOT STAPLES 

Sheathing Joints must be within the center 24” vertically and 
blocked w nailing required for seams  

Sheathing in Braced Wall Panels must be nailed to all framing 
including the studs, blocking, sills and header with 8D nails, 3” 
on center. (Figure 602.10.4) Single or double sill allowed.  Sill 
must be anchored to the foundation with 1/2 bolts and 2” 
PLATE washers within 12” of ends, 12” of joints and every 6’.     

Double studs required 

Portal Framing allows narrower walls next to the door opening  
INSPECTION AND APPROVAL REQUIRED BEFORE 

COVERING, HOUSE WRAP, TYVEK, SIDING, STONE ETC!  

Minimum Header Size 3” x 11 1/4”- No metal allowed 
Spacers/sheathing must be to the inside, NOT sandwiched 

Center area of pony Wall is NOT a braced wall panel, 
nail normally,  edges 6” O/C, 12” O/C in the field.  
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